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Dear .Mr. Alvarez: 

1 axn wiling you m response to the Notification to the Partics, N~tmber 20071'032 
conc,erning the use of the IUCN Grlida~?ce .for CITES Sc ic i~ t [ j i c  ~3urhn7-ities: C/?eck/i.~t tn 

nssisi in making nor;-de;ritnenl firldings-for Appei?dis If exports (checklist) to assist in 
making non-detriment findings. In respcnse to the questions in the Notification. we are 
providing the foIlowing mswers: 

5. a) Is the ICCN checklist used or referred to during the process o f  making non- 
detriment findings? 

Yes. The Scjcntific Authority of thc United Statcs does refer to the TCCN checklist to 
dcvclop non-detriment findings 

c) If  yes, how? 

The reference provides practical guidance to ensure that all relevant factors arc 
considered in making the appropriate finding. U'e Ilave also found it to be very uscful 
for orientating neb employees to CITES and the process of making fioxi-dctrirnent 
findings. 

5. d) If yes, have you identified any problems, challeng~s or difficulties in using 
tbe lUCN checkIist? Pleasc explain. 

M1c have found that thc radar plots. rhe visual representation of the factcts associated 
with a nun-detriment finding, are not that useful. &\A* 

5. e) Has your country applied other general mcthodologics or procedures to 
formrrlatc non-detriment findings. Plcase briefly explain the rnethodnlogy and 
indicate tbe main elements or factors tbat arc considered. 



Ycs, as noted in Sectlon 3.10: "Proced,ures used by the. United States of America in 
making CITES non-detriment findings," pages 30-34, of the IUCN checklist, we have 
developed tluee types of general export non-dctriment findings referred to as "general 
advices'' for certain CZTES-listed species and acti\:ities. These include non-detriment 
findj.ngs, which can tre annual or multi-yea findings: developed for specific facilities, 
species, or State-managed programs. To develop facility-based findings, we consider all 
relevant factors, sucll as the establishment of the original fbunder stock and whether 
additional ani,mals are imported into the 'United States for commercial breeding p u r ~ ~ s c s .  
Species-based findings include certain low- risk nnn-native captive-bred animal species 
07 artificially propagated plant species. For such advices, wc evaluate whcthet or not !he 
animal spccies and specimens meet the "brcd in captivity'' eritzria. accordiag to CITES 
Resolution Conf. 10. I6 (Rev. j, and whether plant specimens qualifq as "artificially 
propagated" according to the criteria of Resolution Canf. 1 1 . I  1 (Rev COP 1 3). We have 
also developed gcneral advices for scientitic specimens (e.g., biological samples, eggs) 
and salvagcd specimens (e.g., skulls) of certain animal species. For State-managed 
programs of certain Appendix-I1 native plant (i.e.. Partat quinyu~fol iu .~)  and animal 
species (c.g.. PoI,vodon spathula), the general advice is based upon annual monitoring 
and harvest information provided by the appropriate State res0urc.e agcncy. 

Thank ):ou for the opportunity to respond. If lhere are any questions, please contac7 me at 
(703)358-2497 or rosemaris - gnam@fws.go\:. 

Rosernarie C m ~ m ,  Ph.D. 
Chief. Divislon of Scientific A~thor iv  


